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SUBJECT: VISIT OF FLORENCE MAYOR ELIO GABBUGGIANI TO THE US 

SUMMARY. ELIO GABBUGGIANI, MAYOR OF FLORENCE AND MEMBER OF 
THE PCI CENTRAL COMMITTEE, DEPARTS APRIL 13 WITH A DELEGATION 
FROM THE CITY OF FLORENCE FOR AN EIGHT-DAY TOUR OF THE 
UNITED STATES DURING WHICH HE WILL VISIT WAHSINGTON AND 
NEW YORK AND PARTICIPATE IN THE OPENING OF THE RENAISSANCE 
CENTER IN DETROIT AT THE INVITATION OF DETROIT MAYOR COLEMAN 
YOUNG. THE TRIP HAS RECEIVED SIGNIFICANT ATTENTION IN THE 
ITALIAN PRESS, PARTICULARLY IN PCI DAILY L'UNITA WHICH 
PUBLISHED AN INTERVIEW WITH GABBUGGIANI ON THE EVE OF HIS 
DEPARTURE AND A FOLLOW-UP ARTICLE ON APRIL 13 THAT EMPHASIZED 
THE POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF THE VISIT AND QUOTED LIBERALLY 
FROM AN APRIL 12 ARTICLE IN THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 
INDICATING GREAT INTEREST IN THE GABBUGGIANI TRIP 
ON THE PART OF THE UNITED STATES. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ELIO GABBUGGIANI, THE MAYOR OF FLORENCE AND A MEMBER 
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OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PCI, DEPARTS APRIL 
13 WITH A DELEGATION OF FLORENTINE OFFICIALS FOR AN 
EIGHT-DAY TRIP TO THE UNITED STATES. THE DELEGATION, 

WHICH INCLUDES DEPUTY MAYOR OTTAVIANO COT .71 
(SOCIALIST) AND CITY COUNCILMAN SERGIO BRIANI (CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRAT), WILL VISIT WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK AS 
WELL AS PARTICIPATE IN THE OPENING OF THE DETROIT 
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RENAISSANCE CENTER AT THE INVITATION OF DETROIT 
MAYOR COLEMAN YOUNG. THE VISIT HAS RECEIVED SIGNIFI- 
CANT COVERAGE IN THE ITALIAN PRESS. PARTICULARLY IN 
THE PCI DAILY L'UNITA, WHICH PUBLISHED AN INTERVIEW 
WITH GABBUGGIANI ON THE EVE OF THE DELEGATION'S 
DEPARTURE. IN THE INTERVIEW GABBUGGIANI NOTED THAT 
HIS VISIT WAS VIEWED WITH GREAT INTEREST IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE VISIT WOULD 
"CONTRIBUTE TO THE GROWTH OF RECIPROCAL KNOWLEDGE, 

DISCUSSION, AND COLLABORATION" AND ADDED THAT HE WISHED 
TO CORRECT AMERICAN VIEWS OF "THE ITALIAN REALITY, ITS 
PROBLEMS AND ITS PROSPECTS." HE ADDED THAT HE WOULD 
HAVE A NUMBER OF MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON, SPEAK TO 
ECONOMISTS AND STUDENTS OF POLITICS AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MICHIGAN IN ANN ARBOR, AND THAT THE DELEGATION WILL 
BE RECEIVED BY UN SECRETARY GENERAL KURT WALDHEIM IN NEW YORK. 

2. A FOLLOW-UP ARTICLE IN L'UNITA ON APRIL 13 EMPHASIZED 
THE POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF THE GABBUGGIANI VISIT, 

QUOTING LIBERALLY FROM AN ARTICLE THAT APPEARED IN THE 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR ON APRIL 12. L'UNITA NOTED THAT 

THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR CALLED THE VISIT "A 

FURTHER STEP IN THE PATIENT AND PERSISTENT EFFORTS OF 

THE PCI TO SHOW THAT IT IS DIFFERENT. IS FRIENDLY 

TOWARD AMERICA, AND CAN ONE DAY BECOME A TRUSTWORTHY 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT." THE 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR ALSO NOTED THAT ACCORDING TO 

AMERICAN OBSERVERS "FLORENCE. UNDER GABBUGGIANI, CELEBRATED 

THE AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL WITH MORE ENTHUSIASM THAT 
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MANY AMERICAN CITIES." L'UNITA WENT ON TO STATE THAT 
GABBUGGIANI PLANS TO MEET WITH UAW CHIEF LEONARD WOODCOCK WHILE 
IN DETROIT. 

3. CENTRIST NEWSPAPERS LA NAZIONE AND IL 

GIORNALE ALSO COVERED GABBUGGIANI'S DEPARTURE EXTENSIVELY. 

THE LATTER NOTED GABBUGGIANI'S STATEMENTS IN FAVOR 

ON CONTINUED ITALIAN PARTICIPATION IN NATO TO "MAINTAIN 

THE BALANCE OF POWER" BUT WARNED THAT THE VISIT IS 

ESSENTIALLY A PCI EXERCISE IN PUBLIC RELATIONS AND THAT 

GABBUGGIANI DOES NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT 

THE PARTY LINE. PCI CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER LUCIO 

LOMBARDO RADICE S STATEMENT THAT THE PCI WOULD NOT GO TO WAR 

AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION AND A RECENT ANTI-AMERICAN 

SPEECH BY PCI SENATOR ARMANDO COSSUTTA, ANOTHER CC 

MEMBER , WERE CITED BY IL GIORNALE AS EVIDENCE THAT 

THE PCI IS NOT AS FRIENDLY TOWARD THE US OR AS INDEPENDENT 

OF MOSCOW AS GABBUGGIANI WOULD HAVE THE AMERICANS 

BELIEVE. 
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4. COMMENT. IN HIS LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE TO MAYOR 
YOUNG, WHICH WAS EXCEPTED IN L'UNITA ON MARCH 24, 

GANNUGGIANI NOTED THAT THE VISIT WOULD "REPRESENT FOR 
US A MOMENT OF GREAT POLITICAL VALUE" AND, DESPITE 
ASSURANCES TO THE CONTRARY, HE HAS WORKED HARD TO 
SQUEEZE AS MUCH POLITICAL CAPITAL AS POSSIBLE OUT 
OF THE TRIP. HE HAS SUCCEEDED TO THE POINT THAT 
ALL SECTIONS OF THE PRESS NOW REFER TO THE TRIP AS 
THE "GABBUGGIANI VISIT" AND THE MULTIPARTY NATURE OF 
THE DELEGATION IS TOTALLY NEGLECTED. GIVEN INCREASINGLY 
POLITICAL CAST BEING ATTRIBUTED TO THE GABBUGGIANI VISIT, 

WE BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR THE MAOY 

TO BE RECIEVED BY ANYONE IN THE DEPARTMENT DURING HIS WASHINGTON 

VISIT. GARDNER 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MAYOR, ITINERARY, PRESS COMMENTS, VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ROME06006 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 28-0237 
Format: TEL 
From: ROME 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9770461 /aaaacbbp. tel 

Line Count: 130 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: ad5135a6-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2820322 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VISIT OF FLORENCE MAYOR ELIO GABBUGGIANI TO THE US SUMMARY. ELIO GABBUGGIANI, MAYOR OF FLORENCE AND 
MEMBER OF THE PCI CENTRAL COMMITTEE, DEPARTS APR IL 1 3 WITH A 
TAGS: PINT, IT, US, (GABBUGGIANI, ELIO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ad5135a6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



